
 

 

COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF APRIL 14, 2014 

 

The Work Session of April 14, 2014 was called to order at 6:05 p.m. and the open public 

notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance were 

Commissioner Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford, the 

Administrator, and the Borough Clerk.  The Borough Solicitor was out of town. 

 

The Administrator opened the public comment portion of the meeting. 

 

Brian Kelly, Walnut Street, spoke about the Moorestown Ordinance for abandoned 

properties.  He feels that a review should be done for this, especially in the Farwood 

section.  Commissioner Rochford asked what the current procedure for obtaining 

permission to knock down a house.  The Administrator replied that the resident obtains a 

permit from the Construction Office.  Mr. Kelly noted that it would be nice to have this 

as a variance, or something like that, so that the neighbors get sufficient notice about 

what is happening. 

 

Walter Weidenbacher, Centre Street, how should items be presented to the 

Commissioners.  Jeff said it should be by email. 

 

Michael Berman, Maple Court, spoke about the Grove Street project and the new 

storm drains at the intersection of Grove and Maple that would drain into the ravine.  

He has noticed that there is some significant erosion in the ravine over the 18 years 

since he has moved in.  He is concerned about additional water.  His back porch is now 

where the ravine is, rather than 10 feet from the porch when he moved in.  He has 

heard that there were drains that were put in 25 years ago; roughly in the 1986 time 

frame.  Commissioner Moscatelli suggested asking the Borough Engineer for more 

information on that.  Mr. Berman asked if there is some measure incorporated into the 

project to help prevent further erosion and if not, what measures can be done to help 

alleviate this problem.  What is the scope of the project?  Commissioner Moscatelli 

reviewed the plan.  He explained that the current water on Grove (at Maple) will be 

moved to below the street and put into the ravine, that this is not increasing the 

amount of water, just moving the level of water from the surface to below ground.  The 

Administrator provided an update on a meeting held this morning with the County 

Engineer.  The County has $1 million county-wide for assessments to be done at the 

outflows; which was subsequently used for potholes due to the winter’s effects on the 

roads.  She talked about measures that were taken to help stabilize ravines in other 

areas that the county is now talking about implementing in various other locations 

throughout the county.  This work is not part of Grove Street, but the County is aware of 

these issues and there will be projects in the future, although the timeframe for such is 

undetermined at this point.  Mr. Berman pointed out that the Grove Street project will 

put drainage in the same area where the water drains now and this will exacerbate the 

erosion problems.  The Administrator stated this will mitigate the normal flow and not 

stop the water that flows down Maple.  He asked what he could do now to help 

correct this issue.  He left his contact information to be given to the Borough’s Engineer.  

Mr. Berman left the meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

 



 

 

A request from the Environmental Commission to place a banner across the pavilion in 

Crows Woods for the Earth Day events to be held there were discussed.  The 

Commissioners agreed that because this is borough sponsored event that they will 

allow it on a trial basis.  We will have to look into having DPW put the banner up. 

 

A previous request for a plaque to be located in the Haddy Lane area for a local 

architect was reviewed.  Commissioner Rochford reviewed the information that he had 

been able to find so far on the person.  After a brief discussion it was agreed that 

Commissioner Rochford would reach out to gather additional information.  Additionally, 

the Borough Clerk would reach out to let the family know that there are 

commemorative benches and trees that could be purchased, as well as engraved 

bricks in Haddy Lane. 

 

The Administrator updated that Commissioners on the parking at the County’s property 

on Hopkins Lane.  The Police Chief has reached out to Bancroft and asked them to not 

park in this lot.  It was pointed out that there are high school students parking there too.  

The additional parking issue by Bancroft was briefly discussed and it was noted how the 

issue was solved by Steve Walko.  Commissioner Kasko suggested signage to limit 

parking. 

 

This lead to the sinkhole issue on Hopkins Lane.  The Borough Administrator explained 

what the County engineers thought the cause might be, that there may be a problem 

with one of the seams expanding.  It is anticipated that the road would be closed for 

the week.  The County is working on how to deal with the issue.  Commissioner Kasko 

confirmed that this is all work to be done by the County. 

 

The Administrator then reviewed a request from an individual that sells for New York Life 

to offer our employees the opportunity to purchase additional life insurance.  She noted 

that all payment for the life insurance would be through a payroll deduction.  The 

Commissioners agreed to allow this on a trial basis. 

 

Commissioner Kasko stated that there was nothing new to report from the Partnership 

for Haddonfield, LLC (PfH). 

 

The April 22nd agenda was reviewed.  Specifically discussed was the CDBG Year 36 

grant.  The Administrator updated the Commissioners with information that the prices 

received for work to be done at the Interfaith Caregiver’s building could be covered by 

this grant.  The Commissioners agreed to make this award.   

 

In reference to the Moorestown Teardown Ordinance, Commissioner Rochford asked if 

the Construction Official had received this for review, which the Administrator 

confirmed.  Commissioner Moscatelli reviewed the sample ordinance, noting that 

anything over 75 years old would have to jump through some hoops before being able 

to be torn down.  He noted that he was fine with the 75 year time frame.  It was pointed 

out that this would slow down how fast the contractors can come in and demo older 

homes.  Commissioner Kasko asked how this ordinance was used in Moorestown and 

whether or not it was effective.  It was agreed that additional information is needed on 

this topic. 



 

 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli brought up impervious coverage issues/differences when 

there is a teardown and rebuilt versus just an addition.  He pointed out that there is a 

difference in the requirements.  He would like to task the Planning Board (PB) with 

identifying all the loopholes in the ordinance so that they can be closed.  Commissioner 

Rochford asked if there hadn’t been a previous committee to look at this.  The 

Administrator indicated that there was a Zoning Board (ZB) group that was looking at 

redefining and limiting more impervious coverage, but it never went anywhere.  

Commissioner Moscatelli stated that he wants to have consistency within the 

ordinance.  The Commissioners agreed that this should be a joint committee.  

Commissioner Rochford suggested waiting until after the Historic Preservation 

Commission’s (HPC) amending ordinance was done, to which the Commissioners 

agreed. 

 

Commissioner Rochford then provided an updated on the amended HPC ordinance. 

 

Commissioners reviewed the ZB vacancies on a very general basis and talked about 

possibly giving more direction to that Board.  Discussions were held about the possibility 

of holding a meeting with the PB and ZB to review the Commissioners direction. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli brought up the Auto Show’s trash collection costs.  The 

sponsors for this event are very upset about this charge.  The Commissioners agreed 

that either the PfH or the sponsor should pay for this service. 

 

The problems with the Kings Court trash, specifically about the storage and where it is 

located and the fact that it is overflowing frequently, etc. were discussed.  The 

Administrator stated that the problem is the amount of trash the association and 

restaurants generate.  Commissioner Moscatelli noted that if the cause of the higher 

trash amounts is partly because of the condo association, then they will need to 

provide additional space for the trash.  The Administrator stated that she will check into 

who owns the businesses under the condo association.  The timing of the problem was 

reviewed; if this is a Sunday problem, the question was asked what can be done. 

 

The Administrator advised that there are three very actively interested companies in the 

water/sewer sale. 

 

The Commissioners reviewed the Administrator’s request to change the May 19th work 

session since she will be gone from May 16th thru May 21st at a conference.  

Commissioners agreed to move, but would confirm a new date at their next work 

session.  Thursday, May 22nd or May 15th were possible dates. 

 

Commissioner Rochford announced that he has received a request from a resident to 

allow a pet pig.  The Administrator stated that it was her understanding that teacup 

pigs have been breed to be domesticated.  It was asked if the resident could provide 

proof that these have been accepted as domesticated.  Commissioner Rochford 

expressed concerns about what other exotic animals this could lead to.  Commissioners 

agreed to find out more about whether is domesticated. 

 



 

 

Commissioner Kasko asked if a tree branch fell at the library.  The Administrator stated 

she would have to find out more about this. 

 

Commissioner Rochford made a motion to go into closed at 7:45 p.m., which seconded 

by Commissioner Kasko to discuss a possible settlement for 65 Haddon Avenue and the 

CIS agreement. 

 

The Commissioners returned from closed session and the meeting was adjourned at 

8:25 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 


